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In both playing and writing music a knowledge of key signatures is essential. One of the easiest ways
to help you remember key signatures is to use the circle of fifths for sharp keys, and the inversion of
the fifth, the fourth, for flat keys:

Beginning on C and going clockwise,
we have the sharp keys, each a fifth
X apart. Counter-clockwise from C, we

FCircte have the flat keys, each a fourth apart.

B¢ The major scales of B and Ch sound the
same and are played on the same keys of
your instrument. This is also true of the
major scales of Gb/FY§ and Db/CY.

0]
‘Iktjh Fifths
AR

Sharp Keys: The sharp keys are all a fifth, or five notes, apart. If you count C as the first sharp key
and remember that Chas no sharps, finding the next sharp key, or the key with one sharp, is simple.

Start at C and, including C as your first note, count up five notes:@ D ETF @

Thekey of C has no sharps; the key of G has one sharp. Now use G as your starting point. Countup
five notes, including G as 1:@ A B C @

The key of G has one sharp; the key of D has two sharps.

A. Use this method to fill in a key signature table of all the sharp keys:

Key of C no sharps

Key of Fi

Key of F§ C

Key of Fj c# G“

Key of F} Cg G# Dg

Key of F4 cd Gt DI al

Key of ¢ Fi ct ot pt ab Ef
Key of ¢ Fi ct G¥ D¥ ad Ed BY

Flar keys: The pattern used to find the key of flat key signatures is similar, but uses the interval of a
fourth. Start at C and count up four notes@ D E @
The key of C has no flats; the key of F has one flat.

Start at F and count up four notes:@ G A

The key of F has one flat; the key of Bb has two flats.
B. Use this method to fill in a key signature table of all the flat keys:

Key of C no flats

Key of Bb

Key of b Bb Eb

Key of b Bb Eb Ab

Key of b Bb Eb Ab Db

Key of b  Bb Eb Ab Db Gb

Key of b Bb Eb Ab Db Gb Cb
Key of b Bb Eb Ab Db Gb Cb Fb

C. Helpful hint:
1. How many letters does the word sharp have?

find the next sharp key?

2. How many letters does the word flaz have?

find the next flat key?

How many notes do you count up to

How many notes do you count up to
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